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J. is agreed among all, that Daths are Striflifſni: 5 i Fe 8. 


i the Frangelt Obligation, on the Gonſcience 4 and like wile . 
5 wol folemn piece of Religions Worſhip,” whereby. the Maſt. High” 
© "God is appealed. to, as the Omniſcient Witnels öf the fincerity N 
the Swearer : : And as the Almighty: and Righteous. Judg e to wenge 
eur. Hence, it » that to fear an Oath, is dy the.s To irit of .:Godir 
de he | | 11 May ite 
T uten 450 ory for bfi ing At this Juen 2 2 
ſons againſt 1 5 Gach of A erat ten, And We have our Witnels in 
Hleaven, that we are moved in this matter from zeal to the „ 
God, the Purity of this Church, and the Peace of ; our own, and: 
. others Conſciences. And we declare to the World, chat in this ap- 
N © Pearance, our deſigngs to ſtrengthen Her Majeſties Government in 1 883 
"Hearty affedion of her True, and Loyal Subject, in ber Anrient King 
dom of Scotland. 1 therefore. n farther 221 75 90, Wer - 
a 4 : P ne * 2 © uf 551 £ 1 i 3 
AX apa following, ranch of. the Oath was not neceſſary d“ 
be impoſed, viz, Ido faithfully promiſe to che utmeſt of my. peiver, __ 
| port, maintain, an defend, b 4p; — Eimitation and Succe(fron, "087 tbe: 5 
"ow it, and flands limited, by an. Al entituled, an All, &c. In Whick 
Act this 1 7 be, 5 Liniaticns, 5 fs 5 1 Tbar 
whoever alt hereafter come to the. poſſeſſion. of the Cromn, bull jon 
e with rhe pe of England, as by Lum eſtabliſhed, this 
| necellary to ed upon us ſor Hot on the 
| { have ſworn the e ha ogg : 
Aden the ez y. which, our Obedience to Her Milly is r. 
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che taking God's Name in vain; which is further confirmed by a 
Hebrew 'Criticiſm, that the Spirit of God never* uſes the Word for 


2 DIST & x l 1 
* - 4 [5 a Þ on 
* % — 
* * s 4 
Dre 
% 


eaſt doubtful, and requires the explication of the Impoſers, re 3 
tender Conſcience can readily ſwear to it may be cleared thus, that as 
it is evident, that the deſign of this Oath is to preclude all Jacobites 
from Places of Truſt in the Government, whoſe known Sentiments are, 
that the pretended Prince hath a Right of Blood to the Hereditary 

_ Monarchy of Great- Britain; ſo the Phraſe it felt barb” not am "Right, 

- doth ſuppoſe the matter of Right to be manifold, i. e. to conſiſt in ſe- 
veral things, and not to lie in a ſimple Point. Now, if a Prince's 


Right inay be manifold, and the renouncing by Oath his having any 
| 8 deny him a Right of Conqueſt, a Right of Blood, 5 A 


tender Conſcienoe would be ftrait'ned to do it, except he were aſſured, 


that he is not King James's Son. And e e 

2. To Abjure the Perſon of this pretended Prince, and to defend 

the Succeſſion againſt him for ever, abſolutely and without exception, 

is contrary to Revolution Principles and the Sentiments of the Far- 
liament of England. The firſt, viz., Revolution Principles make the 

{ufferage of à free People to conſtitute the Princes Right: And the 

- ſecond; vis. the Parliament hath a Power to alter the Succeſſion, and 
declared High Treaſon in him that denies the ſaid Power. So that 
the Oath! ftragles the Revolution Principles, aud runs a-crols to what 


the Parliament hath done, and may come to involve us in the Guilt, 
of Treaſon. © I it be alledged, that the Abjuration reſpects only the 
preſent time, and not the futtire 1x "anſwer firſt, That this is no, 
more than the Oath of Allegiance, de Aflarance” to Her Mijeſty eg 
2 ent 1) ar 2 n non —vro _ - eee gor” 3 | | 
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ſeeing that is a taking the Name of God in vain.” 25. Ehe:Eenor- of; - 
the Oath runs thus, And 1 do faithfully promiſe to the utuioft of my _ 
Power, to ſupport, maintain and defend the Limitatian and-Succeſſion of:  - 
the Crown, againſt the ſaid King James, and all other Perſons oha. 
ever, as the ſame is, and ſtands limited by an Ad, &c. Which proves 
plainly that there is a reſpect to the future, without any Day; ſo tllat 
tho' the free People ſhould by free Sufferage, inveſt this pretended 
Prince, upon the juſteſt Grounds with the Royal. Power, yet we are 
bound up by this Oath, from paying him due Allegiance, which is con- 
trary to the Revolution Principles. Beſides, our abjuring the. Preten- 
der, or any other Perſon, is a limiting of Providence; for how do we 
ſinful Creatures know, * God hath predetermined in this Matter. 


cannot without Injuſtice be impoſe d us to ſwear, beau 
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the Suche ct of this Kingdom, ſball be hable to, but all and every ons 
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tbom for ever free of any Oath Teft or eee this Aing- 
dm, contrary to, or inconſiſtent with the foreſaid true Proteſtant Religion 
and Preſoyterian Government Worſhip and Diſcipline, and the ſame 
doit hin the bounds of this Church and Kingdom, hat never be impoſed 
| . pon, nor required of them in any ſort ,, and this is made 4 Fundamen- 
"ral and Eſſential Condition of the Union, without any Alteration there-. 
of or "Derogation- thereto, in any ſort for ever, Whereby we plainly- 
ee, that ſwearing to that Limitation, is a ſapping the Foundation of 
and unhinging the Government, which will be further made evident- 
by what is next advanced. Namely, . „ | 
F. The ſwearing the foreſaid Clauſe is contrary to our known Prin- 
ciples; for clearing this, conſider firſt. That by the Act of the Engliſh 
Parliament, for the further Limitation, of the Crown, ec. It is- 
enacted, that whoever ſhall hereafter come to the Poſſeſſion of the 
Crown, ſhall join in Communion with the Church of England, as by 
Law eſtabliſhed. Secondly, That in the Oath, we ſwear, . to the ut- 
moet or our: Rowes won Gnport, maintain, and defend the Limitation, 
and Sycceſſion, as it is and ftw dg limited by an Act entituled, an 


AS. ec. —_— hy | Pe | | 
Now theſe two Propoſitions. being *aſtabliſhed, let any Man tell. 
us, how we who believe that Preſbytery is of Divine Right, and that 
bythe ſolemn League and Covenant, England . well as Scotland, 
Hach abjured Prelacy; and that Scotland, particilarly by tue teſaid 
Covenant, is obliged to maintain the Worſhip, which then obtained 
in the Church of Scotland; when the ſaid Covenant. was made, na y- 
to endeavour likewiſe the Extirpation of Prelacy in England, and. 
reform that Church by eſtabliſhing Preſbyterian Government, how, 
I fay, can we ſwear to maintain a Sovereign in a Practiſe ſo. contrary | 
to the foreſaid Worſhip? Would not the World judge us to be Run- 
agado's from our Principles; if we ſhould ſwear not only to maintain, 
ſupport, and defend, our Sovereign ; when upon the Throne, but alſo. 
to further his Acceſſion, if he be prelatical, and joyn in Communion , 
_ with the Church of England? Whereas we {wear 1 "obe contrary, 
if not to abandon and deſert him, when upon the Throne, yet to. 
the utmoſt of our Power, to oppoſe his Acceſſion to the Throne, if 
he ſhould be Preſbyterian, and refuſe to join in Communion with the 
_ Engliſh Church. £37 BOY B 25 
That it is contrary to our known Principles, is further manifeſted 
by the ſecond Addreſs of the laſt Commiſſion to the laſt Parliament of 
„„ LS | Os Stotland, 
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- -humbly. repreſented that in the ſecond Part of oy Oath of Abjuration 
in favours of the Sueceſſion in the Proteſtant Line, there is a Refe- 


rence made to ſome Acts of the Engliſh Parliament „ Which every 


one in this Nation, who may be obliged to take the ſaid Oath,. may 
not ſo well know, and therefore cannot ſwear with Judgment, and 
they add, (which we would have you take particular notice of.) as 
alſo there ſeems to us, to be ſome Qualifications required in the 
Succeſlion to the Crown, which are not ſuitable to our Principles; 


nor tho' it be eaſy for Men of ſome accumen, and little Conſcience, 


to ſtrain a Point in this matter, and make the Reference of the Oath 


ro the forelaid Engliſh Act, to import no more but a ſwearing. to the 
Intail of the Crown, to the Proteſtant Line; yet any unbyaſſed Rea- 


der, who hath no Temptation from Intereſt or Proſpect, will quickly 
diſcover at the firſt looking into the Grammatical Senſe, that the 

Limitations: are of further, Extent, and do directly affect thy Onh, 
for , I :expreſly ſwear to, maintain the Limitations, as, they tand in 


the Act, and that Limitation Which we have been all along im- 


pugning, is in the Act, in as expreſs Words as Men can deviſe. 


7. Our concluding Argument and laſt Prejudice againſt the Oath, 
is taken from thefe Words, and all theſe Things, I do Phony and 


| fmeergy l  tnd- ſwear, . theſe expreſs. 
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n, and according to the plain and common Senſe and Uni 


me ſpo 


* 


of the Jame Worde, Kaen any Equivocation, mental, Reſervation, os 
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Jecrai. Reſervation whatſoever ;, and I do make this Recognition, Ae 
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here they remonſtrated againſt the {aid Limitation; and 
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knowledgment, ubjurntian, Renuntiation and Promiſe, heartily, milingy, 
Now 


Y 
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and truly upon the true Faith . Chriſtian; ſo belp me God. Now 
after all that has been ſaid by us a ie ſaid | Oath, and after 
what hath been advanced by the greateſt © Promoters. of the fame, 


concerning the limiting of the Limitation ſworn <>, as if the entai- | 


ling the Crown to the Proteſtant Line, was the whow lnport of tlie 
James can a Man ſwear the Oath in the expreſs; Words thereof without 
any Equivocation, mental Reſervation, or ſecret Reſervation whatſoever ? 


And by the way we take notice of the bad political Herauldry "df _ 


theſe untender Gentlemen, who by making Limitations of ' Limita- 
tions, lay Mettal upon Mettal ; but to let all this paſs, can a Min 
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ſwear all this, bearilly and willingly, it's plain that the moſt of thoſe 


who-may be obliged to {wear it, will do it with the ſame Diſpoſi- 


His 
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did therefore with all Duty and Humility contidently expect, that 


the Britiſh" Parliament our Nurſing Fathers would not have been fo 
untender to their Children as to cram down their Throat, ſuch 
a choaking Morſel as the Abjuration Oath would certainly de. | 
We come now to remove à few Prejudices, which ſome perhaps 
may advahve againſt, what we have on firm aud unſhaken Founda- 
tion eſtabliſhed. © As, 
Firſt, it may be objected that the whole Body of Diſſenters in 
Erlen and Ire lana, bY very few excepted) have taken the Oath of 
*Abjuration, and it is hard to condemn them by running to a con- 
tary —_— 
e ſee no force in this, Aeg the Preſbyterian or Independent 
. Diſearers, (of thefe we only ſpeak and ſuppoſe the Objection is meant) - 
#ptoe are of Baxter's 1 and think that occaſional Confor- 


| © 'mity wich the Church of England is lawful, An judge that in 
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"the debate concerning the Lawfulneſs thereof, there are probable Ar- 
guments on both ſides. A third Sort dare not allow themſelves ſo 
much Lime but 4 condemn the Engliſh, , Worſhip and Ceremo- . 
Ai a8 
No =. RPE it evidep t, that the Pradtice of none of rheſa three 
In Jaſtice be 3 us for Imitation: The Caſe as to 
the Barke n Party is plain, for they who think Conformity with the 
Church of England lawful, will not be much gravell'd i in ſwearing to 
maintain the Sovereign in the practice of the fame. Ao to this ferond 


and third Claſſes of Diſtenrers, We Have this Charity for them, that 
they would never have bet h the Oath, without they had had another 
ien of the Senſe - _ TEreof, and of the Limitarions therein mentioned, 
than wecome 2 Ar, after our moſt ſerious addreſſing Heaven, for the Licht 
and UNEIT, fg. Conduct of God's Spirit, and after our moſt impartial 
T 
1 ſee not how the Oath, as it 1s co 
Aa e by the Diſtenters of the two lift Claſſes, before 


-givers had explained themſelves, and told us what Limi- 

7 50 . Ki to, and what not, for our Goh mentions the Limita- | 
$ they Rand in the Act, without any Exception. 

eee may be e by ſome, that the moſt choaking Clauſe, 


Tao Falk ly promiſe tor 


2 dy of my power, ro ſupport, . 


eerein mentioned) and conſequently he ſwears to the Conditions ux 
| ions contained in the aforeſaid Acts of Settlement); and annaxed- to 2 
de Entail ; one of which is, That the Succeſſor ſhall join in Comm? 
nion eee aj of England; and this is as geceſſary as: tliat of hig 
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And defend the Lim: 
of the Prince's Government ; whereas they ſay, his joining in Commu- 
therein, can diveſt him of his Power, or deprive him of. his Govern- 

ment, but only-lays on 152 an Obligation of an inferior Nature, and 


which the Debate is, the Limitations ſeem to be ſet upon the fame 
Foot, and no ſuch Diſtinction, as is alleged in the Objection, is eit 
expreſſed or implied. a a 


Entail, yet he takes the Abjuration Oath, ſwears to the Succeſſion 


ö | J Wes 7 6 Th. 
And 2dly, Becauſe 5 to deal liberally with our 
let us for once make this ( 


Joining with the Church of a 


Oath, we ſwear to maintain and ſupport theſe Limitatiogs, as they F 


lemn Approbation we could give of a ſuperſtitious Worſhip, and uf he 
7 " n 

Me pray that God may preſerve our moſt Gracious Sovereign 

der of the Reformed Faith, a Tamer of Monſtruous Tyrants, à ſted 8 


Keeper of the Ballance, and a Guardian of the Liberties of Europe; _ -* 
and we defire of God, with ſubmiſſion. to his Will, he may yet bleſs. _ 


— * Chalk 


N A * - 
#4, * 4 a. oe 
I . no,” * 1 kJ Ker . * T # a4. 
Ra CA 3. Fs PIT 2 * 
2 " * 9 ty 
, p #4 


a 


— iam 5 
7 ID 2 


* ; 
* org WT 
Lf a 


8 
8 22 +”; J Wh a 2 48, 
YER 4% TVS „ 4 * SOS. * 3 
- - , ann * ü ; "VS * o — 
4 = 1 : = = = CID SP * 
7 a 4. e 'F kf : _—_ 
us; as Kall the Hens 


a. 


* 
ov T4 
7 2 * 
* 
e 
7 


6 FO8 Lan. ation, &c. is-miltaken by us 
mentioned in the Act, to which the Oath refers, were effential Conditions 


nion with the Church of England, is not ſo fundamental, as a failing. 
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that therefore there is noTuch ground as we allege for our refüling that 
part of the Oath. But iſt, By the Tenour of the Oath, concerning 
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But tho" the Word Limitation may in the Engliſh Language fignifie” + _ 
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as the ſame is, and ſtands ſettled -(by the ſeveral Acts of Parliament = 


- ” ” ; 

being a Proteſtant. „ Wa 5 EE 
good Friends, 

eſſion, that tlie l af Reifhin's not 
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Title, or diſſolve the Sie overnn#t®"4 the wa If the. 
other Limitation of his being Proteſtant would infer. Yet that both 
Limitations are impoſed on the Sovereign, is manifeſt by the A& for _ 
the further Limitation of the Crown and it is plain by the Abjuratioan 


ſtand in the Act, without the Exception of any of them „ and theres 
fore we cannot, even ſuppoſing the Conceſſion aforeſaid, in Conſcience © 
ſwear to maintain the ſaid Limitations, which would be the moſt fo- : 


Obligation laid upon the Prince to practiſe the ſame; =. 


Queen ANNE to be a laſting Bleſſing to theſe Nations, a Hefen. 
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us with the Iſſue of her Bod. 


19 . ET, 
- X : : 
© » io * 
© * ff 4 — . 
” # s % % * * 
* 0 l 
«> p . n s - * * *. « 8 | : * 
* 1 ® 0 * — K 
2 ; % * p 12 * , N 
4 . 8 , p * » . : * x 
. E % 
A . * 8 N $ 
* ' « . * 
. ; 1 i ” & : $4 : 
, Yr . , . 
q - 4 N . - * 1 
1 * yy, 4 
_ — n N Y 4 4 
5 = 
. 0 PX . 
5 1 — - 
1 0 4 


2480 . 
2 * a . 1 
” * 2 Se, C 
1 nt“. F 


— 
1 * 1 . * þ 
a a - N » 7 0 
. "7 2 * : s L * * » ? 
. . 


558 th 7. 2 Nate 10 N bee the name + the Lord 55 6 Gott 5 n 
vain, for the Lord will nor bold bim guilrleſ that taketh his name 
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8 1 van. . 


8 Jer. 4. by And. how Galt ſwear the Lord herb in grub, in juk⸗ | 
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Þxcorru 22 PAS, . is in the Marzi) cauſe to diſmble. 4 4 
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| 1, will even 4 point Oer you gerror: md defltnttion.” Oo 
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